MEN OF POWER
began to talk among themselves. This young Darwin
was collecting a mountain of evidence that actually
proved the evolution hypothesis the older scientists had
guessed at. Professor Sedgwick called upon his father
and told him that his son would take a place among the
leading scientific men. Professor Henslow read some
of young Darwin's letters to the Philosophical Society
of Cambridge and printed them for private distribution.
The collection of fossil bones Darwin sent home became
the talk of the hour among paleontologists. His sisters
wrote him of this; and when toward the end of the long
voyage he received their letter, he was fired with new
zeal. "After reading this letter/' he wrote, "I clam-
bered over the mountains of Ascension with a bounding
step, and made the volcanic rocks resound under my
geological hammer." Thus it was that the unpromising
young divinity student who shipped aboard the "Beagle"
at twenty-two disembarked from it five years later an
enthusiastic young scientist.
His Domestic Life. Before we take up the story of
the revolution he started in science, let us draw apart,
as he did, from his public career and follow him in his
domestic life. He always kept the two separate, even
thougji his home was the place where he wrote his
books. At the age of thirty he married his cousin,
Emma Wedgwood. For three years they lived in Lon-
don and then moved to Down House near Arpington,
Kent. There they lived happily, reared seven children,
and gathered about them a contented group of maids,
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